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What is Bullying?  

Bullying, according to the American            
Psychological Association, is defined as ña 
form of aggressive behavior in which                
someone intentionally and  repeatedly 
causes another person injury or                 
discomfort. Bullying can take the form of 
physical contact, words or more     subtle 
actions.ò 1 

 
In recent years, this definition has been         
expanded to include ñcyberbullying.ò          
Cyberbullying according the National 
Crime Prevention Council ñis similar to 
other types of bullying, except it takes 
place online and through text messages 
sent to cell phones. Cyberbullies can be 
classmates, online acquaintances, and 
even anonymous users, but most often 
they do know their victims.ò 2 

 
 
 
 
 
It is estimated that every 7 minutes 
a child is a victim of bullying. 3 
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What is Rural?  

There are many different definitions for what defines rural and urban populations. For the purpose of this 

report, rural is defined as any county that does not have a population density over 150 persons per square 

mile.4  The maps below show the counties classified as either rural and urban.  

Some maps will narrow the rural population down further by selecting counties that are classified as 75% or 

more rural. This measure is determined simply by the amount of the population per county that lives in rural 

areas. There are 49 counties in Missouri who would be classified as 75% or more rural.   
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The following maps show the percentage of children in all Missouri counties. Of the 20 counties with 24.6% or 
more of the population composed of children under the age of 18, 16 are classified as rural counties, and 5 are 
classified as being 75% or more rural. Scotland has the highest percentage of children at 28.3%.  
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